Wanted: Plant Ecologist/Agronomist
Do you value clean water, wild rivers, and healthy forests? Are you willing to lend your voice and your
hands to protect fish and wildlife? Would you rather plant a tree than write a report? Are you excited to
work with a team of ecologists, farmers, and entrepreneurs? If you answered yes to all of these
questions, River Partners needs your help.
River Partners is a California-based nonprofit organization dedicated to the restoration and preservation
of rivers and floodplain ecosystems. Over the last 18 years, our organization has restored over 8,000
acres of flood-prone farm fields into forests teeming with wildlife. In doing so, we have planted over 2
million native trees and shrubs. Our staff is committed to getting things done. Since 2010, we have
purchased $33 million worth of real estate throughout California. Once we acquire property, we
implement native habitat restoration that benefits target species. After restoration is complete, River
Partners donates the property to State and federal land management agencies to be preserved and
protected in perpetuity. We believe in achieving results that directly benefit people and the
environment.
River Partners is a successful, financially stable, entrepreneurial nonprofit. We generate an average of
$7 million in revenue each year by securing for-profit contracts and government grants. We are the
largest, and most experienced, riparian habitat restoration contractor in California and we have built
strong relationships with the agricultural, agency, and nonprofit communities as a result of our record of
success. Our work has been recognized with several awards, including the Governors’ Environmental
and Economic Leadership Award.
Notwithstanding our accomplishments and awards, the single best thing about River Partners is the
people. Our staff is committed, creative, collaborative and diverse. We produce amazing results and
have a lot of fun along the way.
Position:
The Plant Ecologist works with River Partners’ biology, field implementation, and development teams to
complete riparian habitat restoration projects. The position is based out of River Partners’ office in
Chico, CA or Turlock, CA.
This senior-level position includes:
• Managing complex large-scale restoration projects;
• Proactively communicating with team members;
• Managing personnel;
• Writing plans, reports, and articles;
• Meeting multiple deadlines and providing outstanding customer service;
• Managing multi-million dollar budgets;
• Managing and building relationships with external partners;
• Representing the organization to stakeholders;
• Working on a diverse and highly motivated team;
• Working independently in a fast-paced, dynamic environment;
• Assisting in the development of new restoration projects.

Key responsibilities include, but are not limited to:
• Scheduling staff and resources to meet contractual obligations and deadlines;
• Training entry-level biologists and interns;
• Completing site specific plans and project reports;
• Assisting with proposal writing and budgeting new projects;
• Reviewing scientific, contractual, and informative documents and supervising their production;
• Collaborating with the field implementation department to translate site specific designs from
paper to the field;
• Attending public events, fairs and meetings to promote the organization and its mission;
• Developing and delivering presentations to the scientific community, government agencies, and
the public;
• Travelling to multiple restoration projects for planning, monitoring, and project development This position will require overnight travel up to 3 nights per month, and some evening and
weekend work;
• May involve long hours and/or weekends in a variety of field conditions;
• Other duties as required.
Skills & Qualifications:
• Possess the enthusiasm and drive to assist River Partners in fulfilling its mission;
• Enjoy working with diverse people and organizations to get things done;
• Creatively solve problems and delight in learning new skills;
• Effectively communicate complicated biological findings orally and in writing;
• Possess knowledge of and experience with basic irrigation techniques and a working knowledge of
soil chemistry and plant science;
• A working knowledge of California native plants, riparian ecology, and river hydrology;
• Possess the ability to work on both a team environment and independently;
• Demonstrate good organizational skills, ability to work under multiple deadlines, and flexibility to
handle changing priorities;
• Be able to remain dedicated and focused on multiple tasks;
• Competently use Microsoft Word, Excel, Access, , and other programs;
• Have experience collecting, organizing, and analyzing field data;
• Possess the ability to communicate in basic Spanish (preferred, but not required).
Education and Experience:
M.S (or PhD) in plant biology, ecology, soil science, agriculture science or related science and at least five
years of appropriate work experience. Work experience in California’s Central Valley is preferred.
Successful candidates must possess a valid driver’s license with no restrictions and be able to lift 40
pounds. A background in agriculture is desirable.
Term: This is an at-will position.
Compensation:
Competitive salary depending on experience. River Partners offers a comprehensive benefits package.
To Apply:
Email (1) cover letter (2) complete CV/resume, and (3) references to Mona Dagy at
info@riverpartners.org. Please put Plant Ecologist-“Your Name” in the subject line. Please, no phone
calls. For full job posting, please see http://riverpartners.org/about/job-openings.html

